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VOLUNTEERISM STILL ON RISE
ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES
DAYTON, Ohio-- President Clinton's multibillion-dollar national service program
would allow students to work off college loans through community service. But record
numbers of students are already serving communities without any financial enticement.
A volunteer youth minister at our Lady of Guadalupe Church in southeast Chicago,
Bridget Rush lives in a rundown Hispanic neighborhood where gunshots and gangs no longer
surprise her.
Growing up in Akron, she and her sister remembered the poor in their nightly prayers.
"But I never knew them," says the 1992 University of Dayton graduate. "Now, I live with
them, and I will never forget their faces."
Classmate Mark Parker majored in photography, but he's temporarily traded his
camera for carpenter's tools. Now midway through a year with the Marianist Voluntary
Service Communities, Parker helps renovate homes for elderly residents in Cincinnati. The
Topeka, Kan., native says he's been "called by an obligation to help. When you volunteer,
you're guaranteed a growth experience. I think if you're unclear about what you want to do
when you graduate, it (volunteering) helps you clarify what you want."
Rush and Parker are representative of a growing number of college students
~

nationwide who are answering the call to serve. The freshman class of 1992 is setting records
for volunteerism, according to a survey of 213,630 college freshmen conducted by the Higher
Education Research Institute. At the University of Dayton, approximately 800 undergraduates
are active in service clubs, where projects range from teaching teen mothers how to care for
their babies to renovating homes for low-income residents. More alumni than ever .-- a record
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49 in 1992 -- are taking a detour from the career track to work for stipends for the Peace
Corps or other social service agencies.
It's not just a lack of jobs. Young people today are seeking opportunities to make an
impact, says Vanessa Kirsch, the 26-year-old founder and executive director of Public Allies .
in Washington, D.C., which places adults ages 18 to 30 in non-profit community development
organizations and government agencies. "I don't like to attribute the surge in interest solely
to the economy because of the passion and commitment I see walking in my door every day."
Laura Libertore, co-director of the Marianist Voluntary Service Communities
headquartered on UD's campus, also sees a rise in volunteers, in sharp contrast to the
"selfishness and rampant materialism" of the 1980s. Today, "we are looking for people who
are willing to work hard in places of economic need with some sort of faith motivation
behind their decision," she said.
Many new college graduates volunteer for a year of service because they see this as
the only time in their lives that they can tackle social justice issues without compromising
career or family. "They're looking for a way to do something hands on that will make them
feel they've helped in some way to shape society before they get launched in a career,"
explains Sister of Charity Nancy Bramlage, assistant director for social concerns in UD's
campus ministry office. "It's an opportunity that comes perhaps once in a lifetime. Money is
not going to be a big factor, but personal experience with the poor is."
The '90s could see the spirit John F. Kennedy called for in the '60s when he formed
the Peace Corps. Today, the agency is again thriving: it draws 12,000 applications a month.
When Clinton's national-service program is worked out, "there won't be enough spots
for all who want to be a part of it," predicts Roger Nozaki, coalition coordinator of Campus
-~~

Compact, a group of 320 colleges and universities committed to fostering campus service
activities.
But a pay-off of student loans does not motivate many of today's college students.
MVSC volunteers, like Parker and his roommates UD graduates Greg Scanlan and Karen
McCoach, each make a $5,000 stipend, which covers living expenses for the year. , Yet, last
year the MVSC received between 900 and 1,000 inquiries about volunteer slots -- triple the
-more-
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inquiries of the mid-1980s -- and placed a record 18 volunteers in foster'care agencies,
battered women's shelters and other settings in Cleveland, Cincinnati, Dayton and New York
City, according to Libertore.
The 25-year-old Scanlan, from Circleville, Ohio, doesn't regret trading a $30,000-ayear job as a service manager in an East Coast restaurant for his MVSC post as a community
organizer for Cincinnati's Working in Neighborhoods (WIN) agency. "It's going to be hard
after this to settle for a job where you don't really see yourself making much of a difference."
-30For interviews, contact Sister Nancy Bramlage at (513) 229-2576; Laura Libertore at (513)
229-3287; Vanessa Kirsch at (202) 638-3300; Roger Nozaki at (401) 863-1119; Linda
Brandon of the Peace Corps at 1-800-424-8580; Bridget Rush at (312) 768-3766 or (312)
374-8939; or Greg Scanlan, Mark Parker or Karen McCoach at (513) 961-9080.

